Big Bend Amateur Radio Club

Minutes of Meeting

January 8, 2008
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The meeting was called to order by Bill, W5NPR.

Terry, K5TDH introduced his guest Kitty, K5ITT. Kitty has worked for NASA doing antenna work and audio video for the Space Shuttle. She now does computer work and professional quilting.

The minutes of the December 12, 2007 meeting were read. Jim, N5JOE, asked how much money was made from the bake sale in December and Angie, N5MVV reported it had brought in $70.00. The minutes were then accepted as read.

TREASURER’S REPORT, given by Angie, N5MVV:

$3062.65 in the checking account. The Savings account was unchanged ($1241.85.)

President Bill Roberts, W5NPR, reported he had inquired about savings account interest and was told there was a minimum balance required before interest was paid, but the person he talked to did not know what that amount was. Bank brochures indicated a minimum amount of $500.00. The bank employee was going to investigate further and get back to Bill with correct details tomorrow. Unofficially it was heard the minimum amount is $2500.00.


There was discussion of putting the money into some other interest earning investment but no motions were made.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Christmas Mountain

Bill, KE5OG, reported he had talked to the BBNP superintendent about Christmas Mountain. He said the State had backed off of the hunting requirement and it looked as if the Park would be taking over the Christmas Mountain property and that the communications equipment on the top would be grandfathered. However the Park does not have the resources to maintain the road.

2. Communications Van


Bob, KA1AAJ reported it had been safety inspected and registered and insurance for this year was being taken care of. No progress on the new communications desk but the RV was prepared and ready for use whenever needed.

3. Big Bend Ultra Run


Bill, W5NPR announced the event had been canceled. Bill, W5ATO further explained the race director had reported the registrations did not indicate any revenue could be generated for a suitable contribution to the Friends of the Big Bend, and that is why he decided to cancel the event. It is unknown at this time if the event will be scheduled for next year but the race director hopes they will be able to.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. SK


Bill, W5NPR announced that Jack Perryman, W5QDH had passed away on December 15, 2007. Jack had been a HAM in Alpine for 50 years or more, longer than any other HAM in Alpine. His wife wants to donate his radio equipment to the club.

2. Calling Tree


Bill, W5NPR pointed out that the club emergency calling tree was in need of an update. Bill also stated he would like an address file of club members to use for mailing labels. Doug, N5HYD said he would update the roster on the web to remove old members who have not participated for the past 2 years or have passed away.

3. Mas-o-Menos Bike Race


Bob, WA5ROE said he and race director Mike Long were beginning to make this year’s plans. Things look to be pretty much the same as in years past. Bob does need to know who will volunteer before the next meeting and a sign up sheet was passed around.


No other new business to discuss, Bill, W5NPR talked about having members volunteer to present programs for the club meetings and that hobbies and subjects other than HAM radio might be quite interesting.


There was discussion about the club’s bylaws and structure of officers and directors. Dave, N5DO will locate the current bylaws and get them to Bill, W5NPR for review.


Bill, W5NPR asked if there was interest in re-starting the annual banquet. Jim, N5JOE made a commotion to do a banquet this year and Doug, N5HYD seconded, conditional that he would not have to do anything. The motion passed. Bill suggested we try to have it in March.

OTHER BUSINESS:

1. Missing Extension Cord


Bob, KA1AAJ brought up that a 50’ extension cord for the communications RV is still missing from Field Day. He asked that members check their stuff to see if it was mixed in when we packed things up, and to please return it if they find it.

PROGRAM:


Dave, N5DO presented a video on the Scarboro Reef DXpedition.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:57 P.M.

