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Big Bend area ‘hams’ to show off this weekend

Special to the Avalanche

Thousands of amateur radio
operators, often called “hams,” will
be showing off their wireless capa-
bilities Saturday and Sunday.

They will hold a “Field Day” and
display their emergency communi-
cations abilities while having fun
talking to friends all over the conti-
nent with their radios.

Members of the Big Bend
Amateur Radio Club will partici-
pate in the event, as they have for
over 36 years. Members of the club
— who come from Brewster, Jeff
Davis and Terrell counties, as well
as guest operators from as far away
as Houston — will begin setting up
stations and antennas at 1 p.m.
Friday at the pavilion on the Double
Diamond Ranch eight miles south

of Alpine.

Beginning at 1 p.m. Saturday, the
hams will try to contact as many
other stations in the U.S. and
Canada as they can.

“This year, for the first time,
we'll have a project for kids as part
of our Field Day event,” said Rob
Kinucan, club president. “We're
inviting kids to come to the site at 2
p.m. Saturday to build a working
crystal radio. They’'ll be able to
hear local AM stations on a radio
they’ve built themselves. It might
even be possible under the right
conditions to hear stations far
away.”

There is no charge for kids to
participate, but they need to bring
the following items:

* 2 aluminum cans

* Aluminum foil

* Transparency film or heavy-
weight paper

» Tape — clear mailing tape is
best

* Board — 8" x 8” is a good size
— thick enough so screws/tacks do
not penetrate to the opposite side
for mounting the radio parts

* 4 paper clips

* 10 machine screws

The kids will learn to build a
working radio from common house-
hold items, learn to identify elec-
tronic components by the schematic
diagram symbol and learn to build
an electronic device from a sche-
matic diagram.

For additional information, call
Kinucan at 432-837-2055.

Last year, 15 hams contacted

over 2,300 stations in the event.

For the past several months, the
news has been full of reports of
ham radio operators providing criti-
cal communications in emergencies
worldwide. During fires, hurri-
canes, tornados and other crises,
amateur radio was often the only
way by which people could com-
municate. Amateur radio operators
are often the first people to provide
information and observations to
responders in crisis situations.

FEMA , Department of Homeland
Security, the National Weather
Service and emergency manage-
ment offices have the Amateur
Radio Emergency Services (ARES)
operators in their emergency com-
munications plans.

“Field Day” is the climax of

Amateur Radio Week sponsored by
ARRL, the National Association
for Amateur Radio. Using only
emergency power, ham operators
will construct temporary stations
around the country for the weekend
and send messages in many forms
without the use of phone systems,
Internet or other infrastructure that
could be compromised in a crisis.
More than 35,000 amateur radio
operators across the country partic-
ipated in last year’s event.
Amateur radio is growing in the
United States. In the past 4 years,
more than 100,000 newcomers
earned their first amateur radio ser-
vice licenses from the Federal
Communications Commission.
Almost 50 percent of U.S. amateur
radio operators have gone far

beyond the entry-level licensing
requirements and earned higher-
class FCC licenses. There are more
than 660,000 amateur radio opera-
tors in the U.S., and 2.5 million
around the world.

The public will have a chance to
meet and talk with the hams and see
what the Amateur Radio Service is
all about as they display digital and
satellite capabilities, voice commu-
nications, wireless, radio and Web
hybrid systems, and even historic
Morse code.

To find out where radio operators
will be set up in your area, visit
www.ARRL org/fieldday.

To learn more about Amateur
Radio, go to www.WeDoThat-
Radio.org.
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