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Club to Hold Discussion on Propagation
The Big Bend ARC will hold its regular monthly
on Tuesday, October 9, at 7:30 pm in the West
Texas National Bank Community Room.
The club will conduct necessary business after
which we will have a discussion about
propagation led by Bill, KE5OG. In particular the
discussion will focus on the availabe indices and
what they mean.
All are invited to attend.

Club Raffle Tickets are Available
During the last meeting, the club's Finance
Committee recommended the club hold a raffle.
Tickets are now available for sale.
We will raffle off three items in time for
Christmas. First Prize will be a $700 gift
certificate, Second Prize is a $200 gift certificate
and third prize is a $100 gift certificate. The
certificates are redeemable at Morrison True
Value Hardware, Morrison True Value Garden
Center or Lucy's Christmas Cottage. All are
located on Fifth Street in Alpine. The drawing
will be held December 13 right after the “Talk to
Santa Clause Event” at Morrison True Value.
Cost of the tickets is $10 each and only 300 were
printed. Tickets are available from club members

Alpine, Texas
or by contacting Bill Brooks at bill.ke5og at
gmail.com or at 432-244-8863.
Club members can pick up their allocation of
tickets from KE5OG anytime.

ARRL, FCC Discussing Issue of
Uncertified Imported VHF/UHF
Transiceivers
ARRL has taken a minor exception to the
wording of a September 24 FCC Enforcement
Advisory pertaining to the importation, marketing
and sale of VHF and UHF transceivers and is in
discussion with FCC personnel to resolve the
matter. The Enforcement Advisory was in
response to the importation into the US of certain
radio products that are not FCC certified for use
in any radio service, but identified as Amateur
Radio equipment.
“While much of this equipment is actually usable
on Amateur bands, the radios are also capable of
operation on non-amateur frequencies allocated to
radio services that require the use of equipment
that has been FCC-certified,” ARRL said. “Such
equipment is being marketed principally to the
general public via mass e-marketers and not to
Amateur Radio licensees.”
ARRL said the upshot is that the general public
has been purchasing these radios in large

quantities, and they are being used on the air by
unlicensed individuals. “
“Radio amateurs have complained of increased,
unlicensed use of amateur allocations by people
who are clearly unlicensed and unfamiliar with
Amateur radio operating protocols,” ARRL said.
But while it supports the general tenor and intent
of the Enforcement Advisory, ARRL said it
disagrees with the FCC on one point.
“In several places, the Enforcement Advisory
makes the point that ‘anyone importing,
advertising or selling such noncompliant devices
should stop immediately, and anyone owning
such devices should not use them,’” ARRL
pointed out. “The Advisory broadly prohibits the
‘use’ of such radios, but our view is that there is
no such prohibition relative to licensed Amateur
Radio use — entirely within amateur allocations
— of a radio that may be capable of operation in
non-amateur spectrum, as long as it is not actually
used to transmit in non-amateur spectrum.
ARRL has had extensive discussions about this
issue with FCC Wireless Bureau and Enforcement
Bureau staff, and those discussions are ongoing.
“It is important to protect the flexibility of the
Amateur Service as essentially an experimental
radio service, but it is also very important to stop
the unlawful importation and marketing of illegal
radios in the United States and the use of those
radios by unlicensed persons,” ARRL maintained.
“We will keep our members informed as our
discussions with FCC on this subject continue.”

Investigation into International
Space Station Leak Continues
NASA has issued a statement regarding a leak
affecting the International Space Station (ISS).
On August 29, a mysterious 2-millimeter hole
was discovered on a Soyuz capsule docked to the
ISS, resulting in a pressure leak.

The Soyuz capsule last carried to the ISS
cosmonaut Sergey Prokopyev, and astronauts
Serena Auñón-Chancellor, KG5TMT, and
Alexander Gerst, KF5ONO. It is scheduled to
return them to Earth in December.
The hole, which appeared to have been drilled,
was repaired by the crew. Roscosmos said this
week that the hole was not drilled by accident,
opening the possibility of sabotage. Roscosmos
Director General Dmitry Rogozin earlier ruled out
a manufacturing defect.
“[This] indicates that this is an isolated issue
which does not categorically affect future
production,” the NASA statement said. “This
conclusion does not necessarily mean the hole
was created intentionally or with mal-intent.”
Roscosmos has claimed the hole may have been
drilled by a technician on the ground.
NASA and Roscosmos continue to investigate the
incident to determine the cause, and a November
spacewalk is planned in order to gather more
information.
On October 11, US Astronaut Nick Hague,
KG5TMV, and Russian Cosmonaut Aleksey
Ovchinin will head to the ISS aboard a Russian
Soyuz MS-10 spacecraft. NASA Administrator
Jim Bridenstine is scheduled to attend the launch
and plans to meet with Rogozin at that time.

FOR SALE
Offered by Rusty Herman, KB5R
Kenwood:
TM-221-A VHF Transceiver
Kenwood
TM D-700 UHF / VHF Mobile
Transceiver with manuals, power cord, and
programing disk
Palomar

SWR Meter, 0 to 1000 watts

