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Big Bend ARC Meeting
The Big Bend Amateur Radio Club will meet
Tuesday night, February 12 at 7:30 p.m. In the
Community Room of the West Texas National
Bank. The meeting will be presided over by 2019
President Bill Smith, K5WSA.
Members are asked to bring their 2019 dues
which are $36.

From ARRL

John Robert Stratton,
N5AUS, is New ARRL West
Gulf Division Director
John Robert Stratton, N5AUS, of Austin, Texas,
is the new ARRL West Gulf Division Director.
Stratton, the incumbent Vice Director, moved up
to the Director’s chair after Director Dr. David
Woolweaver, K5RAV, announced his immediate
retirement during the ARRL Board of Directors
meeting January 18 – 19.
An attorney, Stratton served as West Gulf Division Vice Director since 2009, when he was appointed to succeed Woolweaver, who became Director following the resignation of then-Director
Coy Day, N5OK.

Alpine, Texas
Woolweaver served as West Gulf Vice Director
from 2000 until 2009, and as Director from 2009
until 2019. During his tenure, he served on several committees, including the ARRL Board Executive Committee. He is a member of the ARRL
Foundation Board of Directors.
Stratton holds a bachelor of science in aerospace
engineering from the University of Texas and is a
graduate of the University of Texas Law School.
ARRL President Rick Roderick, K5UR, will fill
the vacant West Gulf Division Vice Director’s
position by appointment.

From the Daily DX

Confusion among hams about the
increasingly rapid drift of the
magnetic north pole
By W3LPL, Frank Donovan
There's considerable confusion and misinformation in the amateur radio community caused by
misinterpretation of press reports about the surprisingly rapid rate of northward drift of the
Earth's magnetic north pole over roughly the last
35 years.
Contributing to the confusion are two broadly defined magnetic north poles: - the fairly rapidly
drifting dip north pole (often called the magnetic

pole), and - the relatively slowly drifting geomagnetic north pole.
The dip north pole being discussed in current
news reporting is drifting northward ten times
more rapidly than the more lethargic geomagnetic
north pole which has much greater significance to
DXers and contesters.
www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-earthhas-more-than-one-north-pole
The slowly drifting geomagnetic north pole has
much greater significance to DXers and contesters
because the northern auroral oval - which greatly
affects HF propagation over the north Atlantic
and north Pacific Oceans -- is closely centered on
the geomagnetic north pole and not on the dip
north pole. The geomagnetic north pole has been
drifting generally northward only about three
miles per year.
The geomagnetic north pole's location is defined
by global models of the Earth's magnetic field, its
location cannot be determined by direct measurement. Its currently located on Ellesmere Island
about 165 miles southwest of Alert, Nunavut the
northernmost permanently inhabited place on
Earth. Its drifting much more slowly than the dip
north pole, it has drifted roughly northward only
about 75 miles over
the last twenty years.
The much more rapidly drifting dip north pole is
defined to be the location in the northern hemisphere where the geomagnetic field is exactly vertical as determined experimentally by magnetic
surveys on land, ships and spacecraft. Its location
is currently near the center of the Arctic Ocean
about 250 miles southeast of the geographic north
pole roughly halfway between Nunavut and Eastern Siberia. The location
of the dip north pole is important to navigation
but of relatively little importance to space-based
phenomenon such as HF ionospheric propagation.

From ARRL

Reshaping ARRL Objectives, Refocusing ARRL HQ Structure
is New CEO’s Goal
A plan by ARRL CEO Howard Michel,WB2ITX,
to reshape and reorganize the management structure at ARRL Headquarters will go into effect on
Monday, February 11. The ARRL Board of Directors endorsed the plan during its Annual Meeting on January 18 – 19 in Windsor, Connecticut.
“I see ARRL as a membership association, a business, and a 501(c)(3) public charity. As CEO, I
intend to strengthen all three aspects. And all
three must remain in balance for ARRL to function effectively,” Michel said.
“As a business, ARRL is not just QST magazine,
The Handbook, DXCC or the VEC program. We
can’t allow ourselves to continue to think within
those traditional parameters.” He continued, “ARRL’s businesses are not membership, publishing,
and advertising. ARRL’s businesses are value
creation, value delivery, and advocacy. I plan to
architect ARRL along those lines. To quote Steve
Jobs, ‘More important than building a product, we
are in the process of architecting a company that
will hopefully be much more incredible, the total
will be much more incredible than the sum of its
parts.’” Michel said.
The reorganization has three key components.
The first major change is the creation of a management council (MC). The MC will be a deliberative and generative body to discuss ideas, operations, and long-term planning for ARRL. The
group’s goal is to foster horizontal lines of communication within the organization. Direct horizontal lines of communications are much more efficient than “up, over, and down,” Michel offered.
The second key change, Michel said, is the addition of a Product Development Manager. This individual’s responsibility will be to create new

ideas for products and services, create pilot programs to quickly test those ideas, and then — if
the pilot programs are successful — transition
them to operations. “The motto in startups is to
fail fast,” Michel said. “Let’s innovate like a startup.”
Third, he said, is creating the position of a Marketing Communications Manager. “Our brand
works with our traditional members. It is not
working for newly licensed hams,” Michel said.
“If we are to create a demand for the value we
bring to Amateur Radio, we need a coordinated
and consistent message, across all forms of media
that resonates with current and potential members.”
In conjunction with its support of this reorganization plan, the ARRL Board of Directors also endorsed a proposal to create a new Lifelong Learning platform that will establish ARRL as an educational leader in Amateur Radio, and the purchase of a modern association management software system that should dramatically improve
ARRL members’ experiences.
“These are big investments the Board is making
in ARRL, and a strong positive vote of confidence that we can deliver,” Michel said. “They
are giving us the tools to be successful.”

FOR SALE
Offered by Rusty Herman, KB5R
Kenwood:

TM-221-A

VHF Transceiver

Kenwood
TM D-700 UHF / VHF Mobile
Transceiver with manuals, power cord, and
programing disk
Palomar

SWR Meter, 0 to 1000 watts

Kenwood
TL-922A
2 KW SSB Linear
Amplifier 160 to 15 Meters with Manuals

Heathkit
/ Speaker

SB-604* External Power Supply

Heathkit
SB-104A* 100 W HF
Transceiver, 80 to 10 Meters
*to be sold as a unit
Free standing 80 foot tower by Rohn

Please call 432-837-0002 for details

Request for News, Classified Ads
The BARK editor is requesting club
members and readers provide news items
and classified ads for inclusion in this
newsletter.
“To provide a newsletter that meets the needs of
our members and readers we are reaching out,”
said Editor Bill Brooks, KE5OG. “We can better
serve club members if we know better what they
want to see in the newsletter.”
Personal equipment for sale is also suitable.
You can send appropriate items for inclusion to
bill.ke5og at gmail.com.
Deadline for copy is the Monday the week before
the club meeting on the second Tuesday of each
month.
Of course, the editor reserves the right to include
or exclude materials submitted.

