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Club to Cook Hot
Dogs, Sell Raffle
Tickets Tomorrow
The Big Bend Amateur Radio Club will
participate in the 90th Anniversary Celebration at
Morrison True Value Hardware in Alpine,
Saturday, November 10. The radio club will be
cooking Nolan Ryan All-Beef Hot Dogs for the
public beginning about 9 a.m. They will cook
until they run out of dogs or until about 4 p.m.
The Big Bend ARC will also have for sale raffle
tickets. The winner of the raffle will receive a
$700 gift certificate at the Morrison Family of
Stores. Second prize if $200 and third prize is
$100. Tickets are $10 each and there will only be
300 sold. The drawing is December 13 at 7 pm.
The Morrison True Value store is on Fifth Street
in downtown Alpine.

Club to Meet Tuesday
The Big Bend Amateur Radio Club will meet this
coming Tuesday, November 13, at 7:30 pm in the
Community Room of the West Texas National
Bank building.
We will discuss any business affairs and repeater
issues the club has.

Alpine, Texas
The December meeting will include the report by
the nominating committee for the 2019 officers as
well as a silent auction. Be sure to bring your
stuff to the meeting next month.
Guests are welcome.

82 Down, Will be
Temporarily Replaced With
the 23 Repeater
The Club's 146.82 repeater has failed due to water
damage and will be brought down off Christmas
Mountain. Al, KG5HEJ, made the trip up last
week to assess the damage and discovered the
water.
A crew, headed up by Bill, W5ATO, will make
the trek up the mountain tomorrow to put the
146.23 repeater (the club's emergency repeater)
on the air and to bring the 146.82 machine down
for repair.

Well-Known Contester, “Antenna
Farmer” Paul Bittner, WOAIH, SK
From ARRL
The Reverend Paul Bittner, W0AIH, of Fall
Creek, Wisconsin, died doing what he loved on
October 31, when a tower-climbing mishap
claimed his life at his well-known antenna farm.
The ARRL Life Member and Maxim Society

member was 84. A member of the CQ Contesting
Hall of Fame and retired Lutheran pastor, Bittner
was a well-known and respected figure within the
Amateur Radio community and a prolific
contester and DXer. His call sign was nearly
always present in most major operating events,
and even in a few lesser-known contests, and
news of his tragic death and condolences and
accolades quickly spread among those who knew
him best.

the change is a step in the right direction and for
the right reasons, and not kind of a random
process.”
Michel would like to see ARRL focus on the
future of Amateur Radio and not become the
redoubt of a particular generation of radio
amateur or interest group. He said, “Ham radio
shouldn’t abandon the old guardians of the hobby,
but at the same time, it needs to have new things
that appeal to people who have different interests
and different passions.”

Bittner was licensed in 1949 and held the same
call sign ever since. He and his wife, Mary,
WB0PXM, moved in 2000 to “The Farm,” a 120acre spread in west-central Wisconsin. The first of
the more than 50 towers began sprouting there
before their arrival in 1982. As a ham, he enjoyed
multi-multi contesting and DXing. His favorite
band was 160 meters, and his favorite contest was
the CQ World Wide DX CW Contest. Bittner’s
son-in-law — Paul Husby, W0UC — operated
VHF contests from The Farm and was a multimulti regular as well.

Ham radio appears currently entrenched with
opposition often expressed to FT8 and other
digital modes and protocols that bend Amateur
Radio traditions and conventions, Michel
observed. However, as he sees it, technology for
the whole of Amateur Radio has been changing,
and detractors to advances have always been
present. He’d like ARRL to encourage more
technological diversity without creating
controversy.

New CEO Wants ARRL to Serve All
Ages and Amateur Radio Interests

Acknowledging the incessant push to get more
young people into Amateur Radio, Michel wants
to explore ways “to morph some of the League’s
processes and services and products into
something that would appeal to the newer
generation of hams.”

From ARRL
Newly elected ARRL CEO Howard Michel,
WB2ITX, is still on the uphill side of the learning
curve as he acquaints himself with ARRL
Headquarters and the nearly 90 staffers who work
there. The New Jersey native arrived at HQ on
October 15 and has spent much of his time since
meeting with department managers and others to
get his bearings, with an eye toward building
consensus and aligning people, programs, and
services in the same direction.
“I’m still trying to understand what is working
and where the challenges are,” Michel said.
“Once I understand where the challenges are, I
need to understand why. Before I make any
changes in what we’re doing, I need to make sure

Michel said he’s always enjoyed tinkering with
ham gear, building it, modifying it, and repairing
it, and then making it do something new or
different. He concedes that while he has not had
an opportunity to do much hamming as he’s
moved around with the military and for academic
and business pursuits, he’d like to become more
active, and he is presently exploring his options as
an apartment dweller. As for FT8, he’d like to try
it, if for no other reason than the novelty.
Michel said he definitely wants to encourage
partnerships with other organizations with which
ARRL might share some common ground,
including IEEE.

