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Big Bend ARC to Meet

We are actively procuring two more batteries for
the site.

The Big Bend Amateur Radio Club will meet
Tuesday night, January 8 at 7:30 p.m. In the
Community Room of the West Texas National
Bank. The meeting will be presided over by 2019
President Bill Smith, K5WSA.

Projected install date is this weekend, if we figure
out how to get them on-site. It's paved all of the
way but may need a truck due to steepness of the
hill.

The Vice-president is Stephen Cook, KE5WCP.
Billy Roberts, W5NPR, is returning as Secretary
as is Treasurer Angie Otoupal, N5MVV.
Members are asked to bring their 2019 dues
which are $36.
Also, members are asked to fill out the below
survey so the new leadership can plan their year.
https://www.facebook.com/download/218809485
723394/Big%20Bend%20Amateur%20Radio
%20Club%20-%20Survey.pdf?
hash=AcqdgbkjkltSPQuS

Note from Doug, N5HYD:
The 146.620 McDonald Observatory repeater is
having weather-related issues.
We do not have a full set of batteries at this solarpowered site, and it has been going silent when
the batteries voltage goes below our safe voltage
point.

And I'm all out of trucks right now.
Thanks.

WSJT-X 2.0 Full Release Now
Available; FT8 Enthusiasts
Urged to Upgrade Now
The WSJT-X 2.0 software suite has been released,
and developer Joe Taylor, K1JT, is urging FT8
and MSK144 users to upgrade to what will
become the new standard, because the FT8 and
MSK144 protocols have been enhanced in a way
that is not backward compatible with older
versions of the program. That includes any
version 1.9 releases.
“The new protocols become the worldwide
standards starting on December 10, 2018, and all
users should upgrade to WSJT-X 2.0 by January 1,
2019,” Taylor said on the WSJT-X home page.
“After that date, only the new FT8 and MSK144
should be used on the air.”

Users are encouraged to read the new Quick Start
Guide for WSJT-X. Gary Hinson, ZL2IFB, has
released an FT8 Operating Guide.

Countdown to Third Annual
AM Rally Has Begun
The third annual AM Rally will get under way at
0000 UTC on February 2 and continuing until
0700 UTC on February 4. The event aims to
encourage the use of AM on 160, 80, 40, 20, 15,
10, and 6 meters while highlighting the various
types of AM equipment in use today. The event is
open to any and all radio amateurs running AM
using any type of radio equipment — modern,
vintage, tube, solid-state, software-defined,
military, boat anchor, broadcast, homebrew, or
commercial.
“We’re very excited about the upcoming AM
Rally in February, given its growth over the past 2
years and the positive comments we’ve received,”
said Clark Burgard, N1BCG, who is spearheading
the event with Steve Cloutier, WA1QIX, and
Brian Kress, KB3WFV. “In particular, it’s great
to hear how so many ops are giving this classic
mode a try, many for the first time, and of the
help offered to them by those who have mastered
the technology.”
For many, if not most, radio amateurs getting on
AM is as simple as pressing the AM mode button
on the front panel. Numerous transceivers in use
today offer AM capability. A lot of hams enjoy
restoring and using vintage Amateur Radio
equipment, which typically means a separate
transmitter and receiver. Until SSB subsumed it
on the ham bands, AM was the primary HF voice
mode. The change to SSB did not happen without
some pushback, however.
Today, a group of dedicated radio amateurs keeps
the flame alive, getting on AM frequently, and for
many of them, AM is their primary operating
mode. The AM Rally gives the uninitiated a
chance to dip a toe into the pool, so to speak.

The event website has complete AM Rally
details, contact information, award categories,
logging, and tips on how to get the most out of
your station equipment in AM mode.
Contact Burgard for more information.
The event is sponsored by Radio Engineering
Associates (REA), in cooperation with ARRL,
which supports all modes of Amateur Radio
operation. W1AW will play a leading role in the
event, as it has for the past two years.
Certificates will be awarded to stations scoring
the highest number of points in each of the five
power classes, regardless of rig category, both for
most contacts and most states/provinces.
“All it takes is a turn, push, or click to
participate!” Burgard said. There’s also plenty of
time to dig out and dust off that old AM-capable
tube gear sitting in your attic or basement.

New Amateur Radio Packet Gear
Awaits Unpacking, Installation
on Space Station
New Amateur Radio on the International Space
Station (ARISS) packet equipment awaits
unpacking and installation on board the station
after arriving in November as part of the cargo
transported via a Russian 71P Progress resupply
vehicle. The new packet module for NA1SS will
replace the current packet gear, which has been
intermittent over the past year.
“With the arrival of Progress complete, the crew
has to find free time unpack Progress, uninstall
the intermittent module, and then set up and test
the replacement packet module,” explained Dan
Barstow, KA1ARD, senior education manager of
the ISS National Laboratory (CASIS), an ARISS
sponsor.
The ISS packet system was reported to have gone
down in July 2017, although it unexpectedly came
back to life the following summer. At the time of

the failure, NASA ISS Ham Radio Project
Engineer Kenneth Ransom, N5VHO, said the
revived system would fill the gap until the
replacement packet module was launched and
installed. The packet system operates on 145.825
MHz. ARISS hardware team members on the
ground were able to locate a functional duplicate
of the ISS packet module that has been in use on
the ISS for 17 years. ARISS said the subsequent
installation will depend on the crew’s busy
schedule.
In an email to ARISS and other groups CASIS
supports, Barstow pointed out that ARISS is an
official back-up system for astronauts to talk with
Mission Control in the unlikely failure of the
station’s primary communication systems.
Bartow said that in 2017, hams relayed nearly
89,000 packet messages via the ISS — an average
of 243 every day. The statistic so intrigued and
amazed Barstow that he decided to get his
Amateur Radio license and gear to join in the
activity.
Satellite stalwart and ARISS supporter Patrick
Stoddard, WD9EWK, won the December 2018
QST Cover Plaque Award for his article, “Making
Digital Contacts through the ISS.”

Zaffarini Bill Being Watched; Mobile
Rigs Illegal for Use While Driving
Dale Durham, W5WI, the West Texas Section
Manager is keeping a close eye on legislation
presented by Senator Judith Zaffarini, of Texas'
21st District. Zaffarini covers the Laredo area.
The bill would make it illegal to operate a
“wireless communication device” while driving.
The bill currently is in rough draft form.
Interestingly, the bill originally had a paragraph
that exempted an “operator who is licensed by the
Federal Communications Commission while
operating a radio frequency device other than a
wireless communication device.” That section of

the bill is currently crossed out in the draft
legislation.

FOR SALE
Offered by Rusty Herman, KB5R
Kenwood:

TM-221-A

VHF Transceiver

Kenwood
TM D-700 UHF / VHF Mobile
Transceiver with manuals, power cord, and
programing disk
Palomar

SWR Meter, 0 to 1000 watts

Kenwood
TL-922A
2 KW SSB Linear
Amplifier 160 to 15 Meters with Manuals
Heathkit
/ Speaker

SB-604* External Power Supply

Heathkit
SB-104A* 100 W HF
Transceiver, 80 to 10 Meters
*to be sold as a unit
Free standing 80 foot tower by Rohn

Please call 432-837-0002 for details

Request for News, Classified Ads
The BARK editor is requesting club
members and readers provide news items
and classified ads for inclusion in this
newsletter.
“To provide a newsletter that meets the needs of
our members and readers we are reaching out,”
said Editor Bill Brooks, KE5OG. “We can better
serve club members if we know better what they
want to see in the newsletter.”
Personal equipment for sale is also suitable.

