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Newsletter 
of the 

Big Bend Amateur Radio Club 
K5FD 

November 2022 Alpine, Texas 

American Legion 
Mural 

by Scott KI5ANQ 
The BBARC held meetings 
at the Alpine American 
Legion Hall from August of 
2021 until October of 2022.  
Exams were done at the 
ALH for several years. 
When the BBARC moved 
the meetings from the 2m 
repeaters and West Texas 
National Bank to the ALH, 
the club made a donation 
for the ALH mural.  Artist 
Stylle Read painted the 
north and west outside 
walls in early 2022.  The 
dedication of the mural is 
Veterans Day, November 11th, at 2pm.  A 
dance will follow that evening at the ALH 
from 7:30pm to 11pm with the Mountain 
Man Band and $5 cover. 
The following is a salute to our veterans 
and meeting venue for over a year with a 
look at parts of the mural. 
The following is from the Texas State 
Cemetery about Marvin Rex Young of 
Odessa. 
Young rose to the rank of Staff Sergeant 
with Company C, First Battalion 

(Mechanized), Fifth 
Infantry, 25th Infantry 
Division in Vietnam.  He 
was also wounded twice, 
once in December 1967 and 
again in February 1968.  On 
August 21, 1968, Young 
was acting as squad leader 
on a reconnaissance 
mission near Ben Cui when 
his unit was attacked by an 
estimated regiment of the 
North Vietnamese Army.  
During the initial exchange 
of fire, the forward platoon 
was pinned down, sustained 
several casualties, and lost 
its commander.  Young 
assumed command without 
hesitation and began 
organizing his men into 

defensive positions.  The enemy sent a 
wave of attackers onto Young's 
platoon, and Young moved from man 
to man to provide encouragement and 
direct fire.  He received orders to 
withdraw from the area and remained 
behind to provide covering fire for his 
platoon's retreat.  Young noticed that 
one group of soldiers was unable to 
retreat and began moving toward them 
through enemy fire.  He received a 
critical head injury on his way to the 
men, but Young continued on to assist 
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their withdrawal.  As the group fought its way back, Young 
was wounded in the arm and leg by enemy fire.  Knowing that 
stopping for medical assistance would slow the withdrawal 
and endanger his men, Young refused any aid. He ordered his 
men to continue their retreat, but remained behind to provide 
covering fire, sacrificing himself to protect the men from the 
advancing enemy force.  

The Jeep made famous in WWII became a staple on ranches 
and hunting camps in Texas as surplus jeeps were sold for 
decades.  This vehicle handled the steep rocky roads in the 
Hill Country and West Texas, and the bentonite mud of the 
Brush Country of South Texas. 

Pearl Harbor was one of the biggest events in our nation’s 
history.  It brought the US out of isolationism and a call to 
arms affecting every family.  It also became the great rallying 
cry, “Remember Pearl Harbor” that last throughout the war. 
The war in the Pacific was fought almost exclusively by 
Americans as Britain lost most its Pacific naval power and 
territories in the first few months.  Midway was the turning 
point in the Pacific with its 5 minutes that changed the world.  
Many other great naval battles coincided with the island 
hopping campaign and eventual victory of Guadalcanal.  Once 
Saipan, Guam, and Tinian were seized, the armada of B-29s 
began burning the Japanese cities.  Iwo Jima was needed for 
the wounded B-29s and to eliminate Japan’s early warning and 
air defenses harassing the bombers.  A picture hanging inside 
depicts a B-29 landing on Iwo and signed by Woody Williams, 
the last WWII MOH to pass away (June 29, 2022).  The mural 
contains the famous second flag raising on Mount Suribachi 
for photographers. 
American submarines decimated Japanese shipping and navy.  
The atomic bombs were part of the B-29 effort allowing a few 
planes to do the work of a thousand.  They were part of the 
preparation for invasion of the main island but did not end the 
war.  Japan expected Russia to broker an end, but the Russians 
declared war on Japan.  The surrender was unexpected, and a 
B-29 raid in the air had to be recalled. 
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My father was a B-17 
pathfinder pilot in the 
Mighty Eighth and 
served in the 447th 
Bomb Group.  The 
mural has a B-17G 
from the 303rd Bomb 
Group.  This group had 
the first B-17 crew to 
complete 25 missions.  
The Memphis Belle 
was the second crew to 
complete a tour.  That 
plane’s commander was 
more suitable for public 
tours than the pilot of 
Hell’s Angels.  My dad 
flew the Memphis 
Belle during one of the 
stops on its war bond 

tour of the US. 
Over half the Army Air Corp training bases in the US were in 
Texas, such as Marfa and Pyote, due to the number of good 
flying days per year. 

The A-10 Thunderbolt II took its name from the famous 
fighter of WWII, the P-47.  It’s unique design was built around 
the 30mm gatling canon with the entire underside containing 
mount points for more armament.  The nickname Warthog 
came from the sound of the canon. 

The M26 Pershing Tank was used primarily in the Korean 
War.  It faced the T-34 tanks and made up about a third of the 
US tank forces in Korea.

The newest military group 
is the Space Force, created 
in 2019.  The group 
existed before as the DoD 
part of the Space Shuttle 
program.  I worked with 
some of its members in 
Mission Control.

BBARC News 
New Meeting Venue and Time 
The November meeting was the first one at our new venue, the 
Mason’s building at 2300 Highway 118 North, just south of 
the Lost Alaskan RV park.  The meeting time is 30 minutes 
earlier at 1900 (7pm).  Testing will be at 1800 (6pm).  Enter 
the front gate and park inside the fence.  Enter the middle door 
on the South wall, not the front door.  Officers sit on the front 
table facing the audience.

BBARC Events 
December 13th Club Meeting 
The December meeting begins at 1900 (7:00pm) at the 
Mason’s building 2300 Highway 118 North in Alpine.  
License exams are one hour before the meeting at 1800 (6pm). 
This is our holiday party, silent auction, and club elections.  
The auction includes radio gear and baked goods with all 
proceeds going to the club. 

License Exams 
License exams are one hour (1800 - 6pm) before each monthly 
club meeting at the Masons building.  The upcoming license 
exams are December 13th, January 10th, and February 14th.   
If taking the technician exam, be sure to get an FRN from the 
FCC Universal Licensing System web site before testing. 

December 14th Santa Net 
Santa Claus has scheduled time at his base station to talk to 
Alpine kids from 1700 (5pm) to 1900 (7pm).  The BBARC 
will set up its RV in front of Morrison True Value Hardware 
Store to make contacts with Santa.  Each child gets to use the 
radio microphone to let Santa know they were good this year 
and suggest what he might bring them Christmas Eve.  They 
will receive a candy cane and QSO card for the contact. 

January 15th Ultra Race at Big Bend Ranch SP 
The BBARC will provide volunteers at aid stations plus the 
club RV for net control.  Charlie N5CET and Bob WA5ROE 
are the net controllers.  More details and sign up will be on the 
club web site and next two monthly meetings. 

January 28th Winter Field Day 
This club event will be the second year of participation and 
similar to the ARRL Field Day but different organization, 
rules, and point system.  Operators work from home and 
submit their Cabrillo log file to Charlie N5CET.  For details, 
refer to the winterfieldday.com web site.
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BBARC 2 Meter Net 
Big Bend 2-meter Net on Repeater System 
The 2m net was founded July 9, 2008. 
This net meets every Wednesday evening at 2000 (8pm) on the 
2m repeater system.  The 2m net is a controlled net format and 
welcomes new participants and visitors. 
Established by  Bob Ayer KA1AAJ (SK) ..... .............. .............
2m Net Manager  Chuck Dobbins KA5PVB . .............. ...

2 Meter Net October Report 
Our 2 meter net is a good training ground for potential 
emergency situations as well as helping new hams get use to 
talking on the radio! 
Our club website (www.bigbendarc.com) has all the 
information about our 2 meter net.  This includes the net 
controllers’s schedule, the script (supplied only as a guide to 
insure that the important information is given out weekly - you 
can use it anyway you see fit), and a list of the recent check-in 
members. 
The month of September had four (4) Wednesday's, and it 
went this way: 
Date Check-ins Net Control Station 
Oct. 5 26 Chuck KA5PVB 
Oct. 12 19 Scott KI5ANQ 
Oct. 19 16 Marvin KG5LMG 
Oct. 26 24 Bob W5RHN 
Total 85 
A hearty thanks to all for your participation in support of our 
net activities! 
If you don't have the time to check-in to the net and participate 
in the round-table discussion, take a minute of your time and 
check-in as an "in-and-out" (you're in for the head count, but 
not participating in the actual net). ALL participation is 
appreciated and encouraged! 
EchoLink System check-ins were as follows. 
Station Location Times 
Mike KD5KC El Paso 2 
Ric K5RIC Nogal Mesa NM 4 
Lonny K5LON Van Horn 4 
Sean KD6CUB El Paso 2 
Gordo K5CLO Alpine 2 
Rachel KI5JTB San Marcos TX 1 
Bruce N5BBJ Texas Coast 1 
Jerry W5MOX Alpine 3 
Martin WB5LJO El Paso 2 
Chris KB0VLR Red Wing MN 1 
I want to specifically thank our six (6) Net Control stations for 
all of their efforts on behalf of the club's 2 meter net for the 
entire year. It just wouldn't happen if you were not there!  Our 
net control stations are Marvin KG5LMG, Bob W5RHN, 
Scott KI5ANQ, Sharon KI5EXF, John KI5SNZ, and Chuck 
KA5PVB. 
73, 
Chuck Dobbins KA5PVB 
2 Meter Net Manager 

Big Bend Emergency Net 3922 kHz 
The BBEN was founded September 18, 1977 by Bob 
WA5ROE, who was also the first net controller. 
The BBEN meets every Sunday morning at 0815 (8:15am) 
Central Time.  Early check ins are welcome starting at 700 
(7am) on 80m, the 2m repeater system, and EchoLink.  The 
net is a controlled net format and welcomes all new 
participants and visitors. 
Emergency Net Manager Bob Ward WA5ROE ... ............
contact   K5FD@ARRL.NET. ................. ..............

BBEN October Report from Bob WA5ROE 
Date Net Control Checkins Mins 
Oct 2 WA5ROE 50 50 
Oct 9 W5NPR 50 45 
Oct 16 WA5ROE 43 43 
Oct 23 W5NPR 47 40 
Oct 30 N5CET 53 47 
Total  243 

Emergency Nets 
Mondays 7:30pm ARES section 3873 kHz ...... .........
Sundays 8:15am BBEN 3922kHz ........ .........
Sundays 2:00pm RACES state district 8 7255 kHz ........ .........

2nd and 4th Sundays, listen only 

WinLink 
Charlie N5CET talked extensively at the November meeting 
about WinLink, the next big part of Emergency 
Communications.  The WinLink web site is winlink.org.   
The web site is confusing because there are uses of WinLink 
outside of Emergency Communications.  Right off the bat, one 
sees “Global Radio Email,” “Book of Knowledge,” 
“WikiPedia Page,” “BoatWatch,” “International Health 
Services,” “Getting an Account,” “User Mode,” “SysOp,” 
“HamWord,” “VERA HF,” “VERA FM, “VERA CHAT,” and 
on and on.  In other words, you won’t figure out how we use it 
from the web site. 
There are four centers for WinLink in our ARRL section - 
Midland, Buffalo Gap, Levelland, and El Paso.  WinLink uses 
forms, but only passes the information in the form, not the 
form itself.  There are lots of forms.   
There are three WinLink methods of transferring data.  One is 
Internet packets only.  Another is a radio to an Internet server.  
The last is just between radios. 
Some day, there will be straight forward information about 
how every member of the club can use WinLink for 
Emergency Communications.  Right now, very few members 
can use it.  It’s like wanting a car to drive, but every individual 
part arrives in a box and it is up to you to put the car together.



November 2022 The BARK	 Page  of 5 6

BBRC Repeater System 
The BBARC operates six 2m repeaters, all linked via the hub 
147.020.  Contact with one repeater transmits from all 
repeaters.  The frequencies are 100 kHz apart on the 2’s: 
146.62, .72, .82, .92, 147.02, and .12. 
All repeaters use standard offsets on your radio for 
transmissions (negative below 147 and positive above 147.  
The following frequencies are for receiving (listening) from 
the repeater. 
145.230- Emergency Repeater (currently off and stored)  .......
146.620- Located at McDonald Observatory, covers Davis .......

Mtns Resort, Fort Davis, Davis Mtn State Park, 
Davis Mtns, and the Prude Ranch 

146.720- Located on Pearce Mtn, covers Alpine, US 67 .......
(frequency is “6.7”) East/North, and 118 south to 
Mile High Road 

146.820- Located on Christmas Mtn, covers Terlingua, .......
Study Butte, South County Road, Terlingua 
Ranch, Big Bend National Park, and Old Ore 
Road 

146.920- Located in the Glass Mountains, covers US 67 .......
north, Alpine, Fort Stockton, I10 from picnic 
area 20 miles east of town to US 67 exit west of 
town, and Odessa 

147.120+ Located on the Cibolo Creek Ranch, covers ......
Presidio, Shafter, Cibolo Creek 

147.020+ The system hub.  Located on Elephant Mtn, ......
covers TX 118 South of Mile High Road, O2 
Flats (the “O2” frequency), and Terlingua Ranch 

All repeaters require a 146.2 Hz squelch tone on your transmit 
signal (CTCSS).  There is a 3 minute timeout.  No digital 
modes, make sure those are off. 
The repeaters cover remote areas and should be monitored for 
emergency calls.  146.520 is the simplex call frequency and 
the Wilderness Protocol frequency.

From the Editor 
The ability to deploy radio communication in the field by club 
members is a challenge in the Big Bend Country.   
Last month’s newsletter covered radio communications and 
hardware.  This month is about the vehicle, emergency gear, 
and operator skills. 
The right vehicle is critical in this country.  A Prius is not the 
correct choice for Old Ore Road.  The vehicle is going to be 4 
wheel drive and high clearance.  It must be dependable with 
tires that handle rocks and mud, and carry all the fuel needed 
for a trip.  Here is my rig with 2m crossband repeater 
deployed.  This is an F250 4X4 with 7.3 PowerStroke diesel 
engine. 

Expect to have flats and more than one.  Changing a flat won’t 
be on a flat, level area.  Different jacks are a good idea, 
including a farmer’s jack. 
As for the vehicle gear to carry, that is a deep subject and not 
really any books or web sites to recommend.  The “Road 
Guide to Dirt Roads of Big Bend National Park” has a good 
introduction and recommended.  Dirt roads?  Talk about 
misleading titles. 
Some of the vehicle gear to consider are tools and parts that 
are critical and easy to replace like fan belt, starter, and starter 
solenoid.  Clean the air filter, it sucks up bentonite like a 
vacuum cleaner does dirt. 
Emergency gear is also a big topic.  First aid gear should be 
closer to an EMS vehicle than a box of bandaids.  Lots of 
water and a space blanket for dehydration and hypothermia are 
critical to desert treatment of victims.  For yourself, hat, long 
sleeve shirt and pants and real boots are essential.  Also a 
reflective vest for visibility. 
The last topic is training.  The premise of the radio operator is 

Continued on Page 6

EchoLink Station K5FD-R Alpine 
Access the 2m repeater system through the club’s EchoLink 
station.  Get EchoLink from echolink.org.
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they are first on the 
scene and can call for 
help.  Help is first 
responders, such as 
EMTs and law 
enforcement.  It is not 
expected the radio 
operator perform those 
roles, however, CPR, 
tourniquet, and other 
EMT training could 
mean the difference 
between life and death 
of the patient.  Help 
may not arrive for over 
30 minutes, and 
transport to a hospital 
could be an additional 
hour.  Be part of the 
solution, not part of the 
problem. 
Training for traffic 
control is only an hour 

certification course for 
law enforcement, but for the radio operator, may be the most 
used knowledge when working an event.  Bicyclists getting hit 
by cars is a one of the most likely scenarios of a bicycle event.  
Dehydration and heat exhaustion are very common.  Heat 
exhaustion is not on or off, it is a sliding scale.  Recognize the 
symptoms and battle it.  The first symptom is not thinking 
clearly, such as the ability to do math. 
Outfitted with the right gear, in a capable vehicle, competence 
at radio operation and the radio rig, and some training make a 
radio operator working an event a very valuable asset and 
makes you a better person.  Let’s make the BBARC’s 
reputation for working events more than PTT. 
73, 
Scott KI5ANQ 

Big Bend Amateur Radio Club Information 
Big Bend Amateur Radio Club 
1402 N. 5th St. 
Alpine, Texas 79830-2512 
K5FD@ARRL.NET 

Club Officers 
President  Charlie Troxel  N5CET ............. ..... ..............
Vice-president Lonny Hillin  K5LON ..... ........ ..............
Secretary  Scott McClanahan  KI5ANQ ............. ............
Treasurer  Angie Otoupol  N5MVV ............. .... ..............

Club Information 
The BBARC was founded December 17, 1974.  The BBARC 
is a 501(C)3 organization.  The club is an ARRL affiliated club 
since 1986. 
Contributions to the club are tax deductible and can be made 
through the mail by check or with PayPal on the club web site. 
Club expenses include the repeater equipment, the RV, the 
phone patch on Elephant Mountain, insurance, ARRL club 
membership, and the monthly meeting venue. 

Monthly Meetings 
Monthly meetings are the second Tuesday of each month.  
Meeting location is the American Legion Hall, 306 W Sul 
Ross Ave (October last time), and the Mason’s Building 
located at 2300 Highway 118 North in Alpine starting in 
November.  Meeting time is 1930 (7:30pm) for October, and 
1900 (7:00pm) starting in November. 

Member Dues 
Annual membership is due in January.  Dues are $36 per year 
for individual and spouse.  Dues can be mailed to the BBARC 
or paid on the club web site using the PayPal Payment page. 

The Bark Newsletter 
The club newsletter is published monthly.  Distribution is by 
email to club members and friends of the BBARC.  A link to 
the current issue is on the home page of the club web site.  
Current and past issues are on the Newsletter page of the club 
web site. 
To be added to the email distribution list, submit content, 
make comments, and add events, send an email to the editor. 
Editor  Scott McClanahan KI5ANQ .................. .............
contact  KI5ANQ@ARRL.NET .................

Club Web Site 
The BBARC web site has the following URL. 

www.bigbendarc.com 
The club web site contains a member exclusive area, news, 
events, regular reports, exam session and licensing 
information, BBEN reports and roster, 2m Net reports and net 
control schedule, repeater information, PayPal payment, and 
newsletter archive. 
Editor  Scott McClanahan KI5ANQ .................. .............
contact  KI5ANQ@ARRL.NET .................

…From the Editor, continued from page 5


	American Legion Mural
	by Scott KI5ANQ

	BBARC Events
	December 13th Club Meeting
	License Exams
	December 14th Santa Net
	January 15th Ultra Race at Big Bend Ranch SP
	January 28th Winter Field Day

	BBARC News
	New Meeting Venue and Time

	BBARC 2 Meter Net
	Big Bend 2-meter Net on Repeater System
	2 Meter Net October Report

	Big Bend Emergency Net 3922 kHz
	BBEN October Report from Bob WA5ROE

	Emergency Nets
	WinLink
	From the Editor
	BBRC Repeater System
	EchoLink Station K5FD-R Alpine
	Big Bend Amateur Radio Club Information
	Club Officers
	Club Information
	Monthly Meetings
	Member Dues
	The Bark Newsletter
	Club Web Site


